YULIA ORESHINA e GIORGI ZAZUNISHVILI

The Early Soviet Period of Jewish History in Georgia

Lagobmggmml gddenmo abhmbool sphgmmo bsddmms 3gbompo

03@00 M&®JBN60 o 30MMHA0 333J60330T0



COLLECTIVIZATION AND
CULTURAL AUTONOMY:

The Early Soviet Period of Jewish History in Georgia

Yulia Oreshina
Giorgi Zazunishvili

3(N@JJD0303060d VI
33Q0IGHID0 S30MBMAN0:

Lagobmggmaml gdédemnmo abhmbdoal spbgnmo badgmms 3gbompo

0mmod wbgdobs
30bg0 dodmbodgomo

2023



Project idea and supervision YULIA ORESHINA
3bmgdhob ogthmdo s bgmddmgebgemo 03NS MEHIB060

© 06@3&53@@3&3@0 @oo@mgobo Qo 53@@35)3@0 838530@95’)3(050[) @oBSOB cgmé)“{]ao



38030300 g0d3331m00 Hds nglgddabgal
@bl dbabedgbom ©s 993999806 gds magelim goghigmadsb.

3803030000 godmmddzmo dmbodébgdgdo gbadmmo,
o6 godmboahgogl GmBs gyqdligddnégol gobool dmdogosl.

This publication was prepared with support from the
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation and is distributed free of charge.

All opinions expressed are of the authors’ alone
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Foundation.

Q -
ROSA

LUXEMBURG
\ STIFTUNG

0BOIEHINOONEHIT0
Q0IMBOLY ©Y >ICAVEH N0
929230006 Md0OL ©IG30L BMENA0



Table of contents

TaTu g To ¥ Totulo] o NP 7
LITEIatUIE REOVIBW . ueiiiiii ittt e e e et e e e e e atnaaeeeeas 9
CIITIC Of SOUICES ., 17

Chapter 1: Jewish History of Georgia. AN OVEIVIEW .........c..cooviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e, 22

Chapter 2: Jewish Collective farms in the USSR,

Within the Framework of Soviet Nationality Politics (Korenizatsiia) ......... 33
The Crimea Project and the Birobidzhan Project........cccccovviviiiiiiiiviiiiiiiccec e 39
The Role Of AGIO JOINT...ouii e 41

Chapter 3: Jewish collective farms in GEOrgia.............cccoovviiiiiiiiiiicicceeeeee 46
CURUIAl T, 53
The Financial Situation of Jewish Collective Farms...........cooveeiviiie i 56

Chapter 4: The Jewish Collective Farm Tsiteli Gora.........c....ooooveiiiiiiiiciieeceeee 60

CONCIUSION . 72

LITEIAtUIE . oo 74

LIST OF SOUICE .o, 75



PoBOOAMYGOMO .. 7
oD FOTMBOENZS ..o 9
68‘)(4)”360[5 3(4)0@050 ....................................................................................... 17

0530 1: bagobmggmml g3bhsmmo abhméoo. Jodmbomgs .......cveviviiiiiiiiiie 22

0530 2: goba7mo 30mdggbbgmdgde bbb s-8a gbhmgbgdgddg dadsbogmo

Laddmome dmmoadozol gobgmgdBo (306gb080E300). ... .i i 33
806)080[&0 o 606)00603106% S@mgd@o ................................................................ 39
08MEMOBMOL DOEIO ..., 41

0030 3: gdbo7mo 30mdghbgmdgdo LodobmggmmBa .......oviiiiiii i, 46
3NEBTOTEI0 3OMGEOGOD ..t 53
86(4)0"8@0 5@@833&68(‘06860[} UJOBOBLYD&)O 8@8(‘080(4)8(‘0&0 .................................... 56

0030 4: gobammo 30mdgbhbgmds — ,Homgmo gobo® ..., 60

OBZGDD - 72

EOBGOOHTOD e 74

Dgodrogdols hodmbomgamo ..o 75






INTRODUCTION

The book currently in your hands
is the first attempt made at a scholarly
understanding of the phenomenon of
Jewish collective farms in Soviet Georgia.
This work does not claim to be a complete
or in-depth study of the issue.

This text is rather the beginning of a
longer journey intended to give a general
outline of the development of Jewish
collective farms in Georgia, to introduce
the major historical sources into scholarly
circulation, and to draw scholarly attention
to the lacunae in the research of Georgian
Jewish history and the history of Jewish
monoethnic collective farms.

In our research, we tried to look at the
relationships between local and central
authorities, the decision-making process,
and the general course of politics of
resettling and creating a strong agrarian
sector in Soviet Georgia.

The book is mostly based on archival
research and oral history interviews
collected by the research team in field
trips in the summer of 2023. The research
team closely worked with the National
Archives of Georgia, and in particular
with the fonds related to the history of
GruzOZET and Evkombed.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The issue of Jewish collective farms
in Georgia should be analyzed within the
wider context of the history of Jewish col-
lective farms in the USSR. The process of
including the Soviet Jewish population in
the agrarian economy was closely related
to the all-Soviet trends of collectivization
and the korenizatsiia policy of the 1920s.

The view of the Tsiteli Gora collective farm
in Lagodekhi, Georgia, 1929.
Collection of Kunstkamera. © MA3 PAH 2023

»H0mgmo gmmal” 3mmdgymMbymonl byco
myameabdo, bLojosMmm3zgmnm, 1929 §.
396U 3589MsL 3mengjz0s. ©MAS PAH 2023 §

Collectivization is the policy of uniting
individual peasant farms into collective
and state farms, which was carried out in
the USSR in from 1928 to 1937, a process
meant to encourage farmers to participate
in the collective farms (kolkhozes).

Korenizatsiia was a Soviet nationality
politics announced almost simultaneous-
ly with the NEP (New economic politics)
following the 12th Communist Party Con-
gress in 1923. It remained the guiding
principle of nationality policies until the
late 1930s. According to korenizatsiia,
the Soviet government was directed to
help and develop issues related to ethnic
minority nationalities; the policy was de-
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signed to smooth out the contradictions
between the central government and the
indigenous populations of the national re-
publics of the USSR.

While the literature related to the is-
sue of Georgian Jewish collective farms is
quite limited, general works analyzing the
processes of decision-making relating to
the involvement of the Soviet Jewish pop-
ulation in the agrarian economy are cru-
cial for understanding the context and the
ideological basis of the development of
Jewish collective farms in Georgia.

In this regard, the larger issue of the
attachment of the Soviet Jews to the land
is considered, and the discussion regard-
ing the “territorialization” of Jewish pop-
ulation in the USSR. For historical reasons,
Jewish population of the Soviet Union
didn’t have a separate republic or territory
where they lived together in dense popu-
lations.

The Jewish population of the USSR was
instead dispersed everywhere across the
country. According to Soviet policy of the
1920s, every nation was supposed to get
its own republic within the USSR, based on
the land where this nation constitutes the
majority of the population.

Since the Jewish population historical-
ly didn’t have any separate territory where
they represented a local majority, such a
territory was supposed to be created by
the authorities by resettling the popula-
tion.

As the result of a series of discussions
inside of the Communist Party, two large
projects with the goal of organizing a “Jew-
ish Republic” in the Soviet Union were
born; namely the Crimea project and the
Birobidzhan project.
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The scholarly literature related to
these two large projects is the primary ba-
sis of our understanding of the processes
of creating the collective farms in Soviet
Georgia, as this process in Soviet Georgia
was a part of general policy of organizing
Jewish population into collective farms ev-
erywhere in the USSR, with the future goal
of resettling this population in a monoeth-
nic republic.

Anthropologist Valery Dymshits ded-
icated his article “Historical Chance: The
Creation of Jewish Autonomies in the
Crimea, Ukraine and the Far East in the
1920s and 30s” to the aforementioned
processes. He argues that the discourse
about the “Jewish Soviet republic” was a
logical continuation of Jewish intellectu-
al thought of the second half of the 19th
century, and a part of the ideology of “ter-
ritorialism”. According to Dymshits, both
the Crimean and Birobidzhan projects
were aesthetically similar to the ideology
of Zionism, especially in the Soviet narra-
tive of the creation of a “new Jew”.

The Crimean project is also discussed
by Arkadiy Zeltser in his work on the mod-
ernization of Soviet Jewry.

Perhaps the most important work in
this regard is the book by Jonathan L. De-
kel-Chen “Farming the Red Land: Jewish
Agricultural Colonization and Local Soviet
Power,” published by Yale University press
in 2008, which is dedicated to the proj-
ect of creating a Jewish Soviet Republic in
Crimea. It also explores the issues of the
involvement of Agro Joint in the creation
of Jewish collective farms in the Black sea
region.
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Another valuable book is the mono-
graph of Konstantin Mogarichev “Our
New Soviet Zion”: Projects and Creation
Attempts of the Jewish National Territorial
Unit in Crimea (1920-1940s) published in
Simferopol in 2021.

The book “Evkombed in Georgia: His-
torical Overview and an Analysis of their
Activities” by S. Paykin, published in Thili-
si in 1933 for the fifth anniversary of Ev-
kombed’s activities in Georgia, is full of
ideological cliches and is written in propa-
gandistic language. Nevertheless, it con-
tains valuable information about the activ-
ities of the organization in Georgia.

A chapter about the activities Ev-
kombed and Ozet in Soviet Georgia is also
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contained in a book by Mark Plisetskiy,
“Religiya i byt Gruzinskikh Evreev,” “The
Religion and Customs of Georgian Jews”
published by the “Moskovskiy Rabochiy”
printing house in 1931. This book is based
on the author’s ethnographic expeditions
to Georgia in 1929 and 1930.

Very little information is available on
monoethnic collective farms in Georgia.
Nevertheless, this was one of the import-
ant political processes of the last century,
and one of the epicenters of cultural-eco-
nomic transformations after the an-
nouncement of new economic policy and
new national political line of korenizatsiia
in the entire Soviet Union.

Last but not least, an article fully dedi-
cated to the first Jewish collective farm es-
tablished in Georgia- Tsiteli Gora collective
farm in Lagodekhi- was published in 1940
by the Jewish Historical Ethnographic Mu-
seum. It is the only Georgian-language
article that refers to the Jewish collective
farm of Tsiteli Gora named after comrade
Vano Sturua. The article was written in
1940 by loseb Kurchishvili, who himself
used to work in Evcombed.
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The article is partly based on archival
documents which the state and the Jewish
Historical Ethnographic Museum gave the
author access to. Kurchishvili starts his arti-
cle at the end of the 1920s, and completes
the history of the Tsiteli Gora collective
farm based on the data of 1940. Therefore
the basic and general processes and prob-
lems that characterized the monoethnic
collectivization of all-Soviet Georgia of that
period are not visible in this work.

This article, in accordance with the
epoch and the requirements of the time,
is full of propaganda nostrums, but as it
is based on the author’s own research, it
remains an important point of reference
for those who want to learn more about
the history of Jewish collective farms in
Georgia.

CRITIQUE OF SOURCES

The research team undertook serious
work in the Georgian National Archives,
collected and analyzed hundreds of doc-
uments related to the history of Jewish
collective farms and the early Soviet his-
tory of Jewish life in Georgia. These were
mostly documents of an official character
kept in the archival records of the two
primary organizations functioning in the
researched period in Soviet Georgia- Ev-
kombed and GruzOZET.

The research team tried to review the
relationship between local and central
government, the decision-making pro-
cess, and the general policy of resettle-
ment and the creation of a strong agricul-
tural sector in Soviet Georgia.
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In the center of the book authors’ at-
tention were the documents which can
shed light on the history of Jewish collec-
tive farms, including the following issues:
Jewish life on the collective farms, the or-
ganizational process of resettling, and the
creation of Jewish committees in Georgia
which were supposed to search for pos-
sible lands and areas for future collective
farms. Local Soviet Jewish workers com-
mittees were established in order to be
part of the land research process, from
the beginning of the creation of collective
farms in the 1920s with government and
communist authorities, and these com-
mittees became active members of col-
lective farms later on.

During the archival work, we were
able to identify 3 types of documents that
we regularly encountered.

The first type are statements and
applications of citizens to Evkombed
[Komitet pomoshi evreiskoi bednote, or
the Committee of Assistance the Jewish
Poor] and GruzOZET [Zemel'noe ustroist-
vo trudiashchikhsia evreev or the Settle-
ment of Toiling Jews] where the citizens
would ask various types of help or assis-
tance.

The second type of documents are
the resolutions of Evkombed confer-
ences and meetings, where all ideas
and directions of Jewish collectivization
politics were brought together and dis-
cussed. In these documents, the direc-
tion of general central Soviet policy on
issues of monoethnic collective farms
are clearly visible.
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The third type of documents are or-
ganizational papers and orders where we
can easily see what was the communica-
tion style between the central and local
Evkombed and GruzOZET committees. We
can see very polite and formal language
that was always used for communications.
Russian, Georgian and Yiddish were widely
used languages for official documentation.
In particular, Yiddish was used not only in
documents related to the Jewish commu-
nity (especially in the letters from Agro
Joint) and its organizational life, but also
broadly, popular events such as concerts,
plays and other cultural events in Yiddish.

It was especially interesting for the
research team to see and analyze the
telegraphic correspondences showing
communication between these structures,
which clearly show the form of mutual
communication between state and party
institutions.

Another valuable corpus of sources
used in the current study is oral history
interviews. The book’s authors with the
collaboration of our dear colleague, his-
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torian Keti Chikviladze, collected 20 oral
history interviews during field trips in La-
godekhi, Tsiteli Gora, Ulianovka and Ku-
lashi. These interviews were taken with
local non-Jewish populations, as the
Jewish population left provincial locali-
ties around Georgia, especially the ter-
ritories of former collective farms, in the
1970s and again in the 1990s.

It is clear that both archival and oral
history sources used for the current book
are incomplete, and have a number of lim-
itations. First of all, the archival documents
are often too official and impersonal, and
in many cases the book authors should
only guess how the real people’s life looked
during the research period, based on their
applications and letters to the authorities.

On the other hand, oral history inter-
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views collected in the localities of former
collective farms also have their limita-
tions; for instance, we could rarely reach
the people who actually lived in the area
during the existence of the collective
farms. Moreover, as none of our interloc-
utors were Jewish, these interviews still
showed us the picture from an outsider’s
perspective. Nevertheless, the collected
resource base was sufficient for the pur-
poses of the study which you have in your
hand and will, hopefully, encourage more
research on the area.
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CHAPTER 1

JEWISH HISTORY
OF GEORGIA.
AN OVERVIEW

When we are talking about Jewish col-
lective farms in Soviet Georgia, we should
take into account that these collective
farms were created in a Soviet Republic
with its own very particular and unique
Jewish history and Jewish community.

The majority of people who united to
create Jewish collective farms in Georgia
were Georgian Jews. Historically, a small
Ashkenazi community has lived in the
country, and the majority of Ashkenazi
Jews came to Georgia starting in the 19th
century.

The Soviet period, and especially
World War Il and the early process of in-
dustrialization had a major effect on the
Jewish community, resulting in the en-
largement of the Ashkenazi community
as the result of resettlement from other
parts of the USSR. Nevertheless, most of
the people active on the Jewish collective
farms in Soviet Georgia came from the
Georgian Jewish milieu.

Georgian Jews are a unique and an-
cient community, distinct from other Jew-
ish Diasporas. It is one of the oldest di-
aspora communities in the world, dating
back to the first century B.C.E, and per-
haps even earlier.

According to the Georgian historical
tradition, Jews have been living on the ter-
ritory of Georgia for about 26 centuries.

Georgian chronicles of the 11th centu-
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ry, for example, “Kartlis Tskhovreba” [Life
of the Kartli] and “The Life of St. Nino”
report that the first Jews came to the ter-
ritory of Kartli, a region of Georgia, and
settled there when the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the first tem-
ple and expelled the Jews from Jerusalem
in 586 BC.

Leonti Mroveli, the compiler of an
11th century chronicle, wrote: “After a
long time, King Nebuchadnezzar invaded
Jerusalem. The Jews who fled from there
came to Kartli; they began to ask the rul-
ers of Mtskheta, that time’s capital, to
give them land and the imposed tribute
on them. The rulers gave it to them, and
settled them in the Aragvi gorge, near a
spring called Zanavi. The land that they
held on the condition of paying tribute is
now called Zanavi.

View of Mtskheta from Jvari monastery.
Photo: Yulia Oreshina
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Vakhushti Batonishvili (18th century)
wrote about the same event: “And the
Jews expelled by Nebuchadnezzar came
again, and the rulers of Mtskheta also set-
tled them in Kherki, north of Aragvi.” As
we can see, he writes that under Nebu-
chadnezzar the Jews “came again”, which
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indicates that Batonishvili believed that
the Jews arrived in Georgia earlier.

Chronicles also speak of the existence
of several waves of Jewish settlers be-
tween the first century BC and the first
century AD.

In the ancient Georgian historical
monument “The Conversion of Georgia to
Christianity”, another version of the date
of the appearance of Jews in Georgia is
recorded; 169 BC, which coincides with
the reign of the Seleucid king Antiochus IV
(175-163), whose policies led to the upris-
ing in Judea and the Maccabean wars.

Georgian legends associate the next
wave of Jewish migration to Georgia with
the capture of Jerusalem by the Roman
emperor Vespasian in 70.

However, the first material evidence
that Jews lived on the territory of Georgia,
namely in Mtskheta and Urbnisi, refers
only to the first centuries of our era.

As a result of archaeological excava-
tions of the ancient necropolis of Sam-
tavro in Mtskheta, the ancient capital of
Georgia, carried out back in 1872 and in
1938, two tombstones with Hebrew in-
scriptions dated to the 4th-5th centuries
AD were found. One of these stones is
now on display at the Museum of the His-
tory of Georgian Jews named after David
Baazov, and the second is in the storage of
the National Museum of Georgia.
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According to a legend, the Svetitsk-
hoveli Cathedral in Mtskheta, which until
recently was the most important cathe-
dral in Georgia, was built on the site of
the death of Sidonia, a Jewish woman who
converted to Christianity, at the moment
when her brother brought Christ’s robe
from the holy land.

According to Georgian historical tra-
dition, Jews lived in almost every corner
of the country. Many of them have been
serfs since the 14th and 15th centuries
and belonged to private owners, the
crown, or the church. There were also
Jewish landowners. A significant part of
the Jewish population of Georgia was en-
gaged in small-scale international trade or
handicrafts, especially dyeing, wool, shoe-
making, and ceramics manufacturing were
widespread. Jews were also locksmiths
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and blacksmiths. This activity was also to
some extent connected with trade, since
the Jewish artisans themselves sold their
products. However, they often simultane-
ously did not completely break away from
agriculture, especially in Eastern Georgia,
where almost everyone had their own
land plot for an orchard and a vineyard.

With the abolition of serfdom, the de-
velopment of trade and the growth of cit-
ies in the 18th and 19th centuries, there
was a process of resettlement of the Jew-
ish population from small, declining loca-
tions to larger centers. By this time, Geor-
gian Jews were already an integral part of
Georgian society. Up until the annexation
of Georgia to the Russian Empire, the ma-
jority of Georgian Jews lived in Georgia.

Georgian Jews were in many terms
better integrated with Georgian people
than any other ethnic or national minori-
ty in Georgia. Israeli researcher Konstantin
Lerner tends to analyze the phenomenon
of Georgian Jewry as acculturation without
assimilation. It should be noted that the
lexical influence of Hebrew can be traced
in the Georgian language, which may also
indicate a long cohabitation of non-Jewish
Georgians with Jewish Georgians. So, the
counting of the days of the week in the
Georgian language starts from Saturday -
which is called “shabati”.

The endonym of Georgian Jews is ei-
ther “ebraeli” or “kartveli ebraeli”. Histori-
cally, there were also other names such as
Uria, Israeli, and Israelishvili.

With the annexation of Georgia by the
Russian Empire in the 19th century, legal
restrictions on Jews that existed in the
Russian Empire spread to the territory of
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Georgia. The same period was also the
beginning of the gradual resettlement of
Ashkenazi Jews from the rest of the Rus-
sian Empire to Georgia. These Ashkenaz-
im brought Yiddish with them. Thilisi, Poti
and Batumi became the primary centers
of Ashkenazi culture.

By 1801, when Georgia was incorpo-
rated into the Russian Empire, Georgian
Jews already constituted an integral part
of Georgian society with their own niche
as traders within the country’s economy,
as well as their unique culture and tradi-
tions. The incorporation of Georgia into
the Russian Empire resulted in gradual ar-
rival of Ashkenazi Jewry from other parts
of the Empire. Simultaneously, Russian
legislation restricting the rights of the
Jews was applied to Georgia. It has been
previously stated that Georgian Jews were
acculturated, but not assimilated in Geor-
gia (Lerner 2014). The community did not
develop any separate language like Yid-
dish or Ladino, but spoke (and still speaks)
Georgian. The use of language is a very im-
portant marker, since it is a valuable part
of Georgian national identity with its al-
phabet constituting a part of the national
heritage of the country.

Historically, the Caucasus is a region
prone towards conflict. It is clear, how-
ever, that Georgian Jews successfully co-
existed with local Georgian non-Jewish
populations for over 25 centuries. This
doesn’t exclude the fact that clashes and
problems between Jews and non-Jews
have had a place in the history of Geor-
gia. Nevertheless, at the very least the
extant Georgian literature points to the
conclusion that Georgian Jews and Geor-
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gian non-Jews had a long history of rela-
tively comfortable coexistence.

The 20th century saw the gradual
spread of Zionism in Georgia, as well as
attempts made in Soviet Georgia to col-
lectivize and unite local Jews into collec-
tive farms. This is how the Jewish col-
lective farm “Tsiteli Gora” in Kakheti in
eastern Georgia appeared, which existed
until the 1970s.
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According to Altshuler, in the 1950s
29% of the synagogues which remained
open in the Soviet Union were in Georgia
(26 of 90), while only 2.3% of the Soviet
Union’s Jewish population lived in that re-
publict. This illustrates, on the one hand,
the low level of secularization in Geor-
gian Jewish society, and, on the other
hand, the lighter approach of local Soviet
authorities to religious practices in Geor-
gia. Nevertheless, cases of persecutions
of prominent Jewish figures are known,
such as the arrest of Tskhinvali rabbis in
the 1930s, as well as the persecutions of
prominent Jewish intellectuals and the
director of the Historical and Ethnograph-
ical Museum of the Jews of Georgia over
charge of Zionism in the 1950s.

During World War Il, the Georgian SSR
served as an important anchor point in the
evacuation of civilian population from Na-
zi-occupied North Caucasus and Crimea,
and a place for the temporary relocation of
refugees from other parts of the USSR. My
preliminary archival research shows that
organized evacuation from Crimea and
North Caucasus was ongoing through the
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Georgian SSR, with some of the evacuated
temporarily being located in the republic.
In the same period, an unorganized wave
of refugees came to Georgia through the
Caucasian mountains. Sergei Metreveli, a
Georgian recognized as Righteous Among
Nations, showed a path through the Cau-
casus mountains in order to give shelter to
a family he guided to Georgia. This influx, a
considerable part of which was constitut-
ed of Ashkenazi Jews from the European
USSR, including large cities, changed the
usual patterns of life in Soviet Georgia and,
most probably, brought trends towards
modernization and facilitated the building
of new connections and relations within
local communities.

The Union of Polish Patriots in the
USSR and the Organizing Committee of
Polish Jews in the Soviet Union were in-
volved in the relocation of Polish Jewish
refugees from the front line to areas be-
hind the frontlines. A branch of this orga-
nization was active in Georgia, and a con-
siderable number of Polish citizens stayed
in the Georgian SSR during World War II.

Gtowacki mentions that between
3,000 and 5,000 of evacuated Polish citi-
zens, many of whom were Jewish, resided
in the territory of Soviet Georgia during
World War 112, The preliminary archival re-
search allows for an estimate of not less
than 50,000 people, a considerable per-
cent of whom were Jewish, but the re-
search is ongoing. These figures may not
seem significant within the scale of the en-
tire USSR, but these numbers are consider-
able within the framework of the Georgian
SSR with its population of about 4 million,
around 30,000 of whom were Jewish?.
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The Soviet period saw large-scale  Gmdgmmogeb ssbenmgdoo 30 000 gocbe-
Socialist construction in Soviet Georgia. 9o ogoo.3
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CHAPTER 2

JEWISH COLLECTIVE
FARMS IN THE
USSR WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF SOVIET
NATIONALITY POLITICS
(KORENIZATSIIA)

The Early Soviet period, and especial-
ly the 1920s, was characterized by the
process of development of Soviet state
structures and the development of the
ruling party’s ideology regarding nation-
al and ethnic policies. The Soviet Union
was a multinational country from its very
birth, and the authorities were supposed
to develop a successful nationalities pol-
icy to keep the country together and, in
accordance with the ideology of Marx-
ism-Leninism which was the base of the
party’s ideology.

Yuri Slezkine in his article “The USSR
as a Communal Apartment, or How The
Socialist State Promoted Ethnic Particular-
ism” discusses how a new Soviet national
politics was born in the country. According
to Slezkine, Lenin’s acceptance of the re-
ality of nations and “national rights” was
one of the most uncompromising position
he ever took®.

The Jewish collective farms were cre-
ated in various parts of the USSR in the
wake of the Korenizatsiia in the 1920s. This
policy was based on the idea of integrating
non-Russian nationalities into the govern-
ment of particular Soviet republics. This
was a period when nations and national
minorities of the republics were promot-
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ed to administrative government with the
goal of raising communist cadres. The idea
of mono-ethnic collective farms, Jewish
among others, was also based on the ideas
of korenizatsiia?.

The first practical steps for the cre-
ation of Jewish collective farms in Soviet
Georgia after the announcement of the
national policy of korenizatsiia were taken
at the end of 1923. People’s commissions
(under the supervision of the Communist
Party and local government) were created
under the guidance of the organizations of
Evcombed and GruzOZET. These commis-
sions were tasked with checking suitable
land where it would be possible to start
collective farms.

M52 §EEsEE

In particular, the national policy course
during the korenizatsiia period was aimed
at the inclusion of ethnic minorities in the
broader Soviet economy?.

In many areas of the USSR, Jews were
involved in the informal economy as pri-
vate trade was seen as an illegal activity in
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the Soviet Union. The period of the New
Economic Policy (NEP) was somewhat fa-
vorable for some of these private trading
enterprises, but when the policy ended,
the restrictions became harsher.

The integration of Jews into the labor
force of collective farms was especially im-
portant for the Soviet authorities as the
authorities were aware about the role of
some Jews in the informal economy and
wanted to eliminate the black market and
engage Jews in agricultural or manufactur-
ing (factories) work.

The beginning of this process was laid
out at the 12th Congress of the Commu-
nist Party in 1923%. Jonathan Denkel Chen
in his book, “Cultivation of the Red Earth”
uses the policy of indigenization to explain
the context of various issues; for example,
partial indigenization began in 1923, and
the goal was to transform ethnic minori-
ties, especially those who lived in the bor-
der regions, so that they would be subor-
dinated to a common, Russian policy.

However, as Denkel Chen points out,
in the late 1930s this form of politics en-
countered problems. On the one hand,
Stalin was in favor of the assimilation of
the Jewish nation, while on the other
hand, Mikhail Kalinin supported an an-
ti-assimilation policy. In the end, Stalin’s
idea won, and in 1936-1937, korenizatsiia
was abandoned.

The leadership of the Soviet Union
decided to support ethnic minorities and
promoted the development of language
and culture in specific national territo-
ries. In addition, the issue of education
had to be resolved; according to the Sovi-
et policy of time, everyone was supposed
to learn how to read and write, and eco-
nomic policy control was relatively re-
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laxed, as both trade and private owner-
ship were allowed®.

During the NEP, as Slezkine suggests,
the Soviet Union took a completely differ-
ent direction regarding the politics of na-
tionalities in the former Russian Empire.
Nevertheless, according to Slezkine, the
“true father” of nationality politics was
Stalin, who was leading , the “Great trans-
formation.”” Between 1928-1932 Soviet
state financed historic national projects as
no state had ever done before®.

The Soviet authorities began to accept
ethnic minorities in high positions, and to
incorporate them, to some extent, in the
decision-making process. After adopting
the NEP, the Soviet authorities of Georgia
started to encourage small businesses.
It was during this period that Georgian
Jews resumed their work, and sold kosher
products through Jewish cooperatives; for
some time they were closed on Saturdays’.

Soviet Georgian policy towards Jews
was determined and influenced by pro-
cesses that took place in the center of the
USSR (Moscow). The Communist Party
saw a need to have people of all nation-
alities among its supporters. This was still
the period of 1917-21 when in the Soviet
Union, apart from the Communist Party
(Bolshevik), there were various left-wing
parties that had their supporters®. The
Communist Party actively worked in order
to gain more followers from among the
Jewish community, and to make the Bol-
shevik party more popular in Jews.

Since every republic included in the
Soviet Union had its own branch of the
Communist Party, which actually repre-
sented a regional section, it was necessary
to create a Jewish section (the so-called
Evsection) inside of the Communist party,
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which would work specifically on the issue
of this nation®.

In the period of the NEP and korenizat-
siia, Jews actively started joining collective
farms?®. In Georgia, this process was par-
ticularly easy because Georgian Jews had
the experience of working on the land.
Historically, during the Middle Ages, Jews
in Georgia used to be peasants and serfs,
just like Georgian non-Jews, and they had
a long tradition of agriculture, and, later
on, of owning the land on their gardens
and vineyards. Therefore, Georgian Jews
were not supposed to be forced by the
communist authorities to join the collec-
tive farms, but the local Jews themselves
demanded to join collective farms, to be
sent to academic and vocational schools.

The reason for such a simplified collec-
tivization was the extreme economic hard-
ship of the Jewish nation. In the archival
documents, we can see what income the
families had, what hopes they placed in
the collective farms and learning a profes-
sion, considerations the local authorities
and OZET departments took seriously.
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Obviously, the process of collectiv-
ization faced a number of problems re-
lated to education, health care and cul-
tural development.

The widespread image in Georgian
public opinion, that monoethnic collectiv-
ization was cruel and could not be achieved
without public violence, was not proven by
any documentary evidence about forced
collectivization, at least among the docu-
ments that we have at our disposal.

A large part of the documents we
worked with were statements in the form
of requests of the Jewish people, in which
they demanded a quick response in order
to somehow more rapidly improve their
social situation.
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These announcements were sent to
GruzOzet and Evcombed (Committee for
the Relief of Poor Jews). In addition to re-
quests regarding the distribution of various
collective farms or artels, poor Jews often
requested one-time financial assistance; al-
most 100% of such requests were approved
by the Evcombed, and subsidies ranging
from 10 to 500 manats (during the years of
the USSR, 1921-1991, manat was the offi-
cial name of the Soviet ruble in the Geor-
gian language) were often dispensed?.
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THE CRIMEA PROJECT
AND THE BIROBIDZHAN PROJECT

During the period of Korenizatsiia, an
idea arose in the USSR; the formation of a
region of concentrated Jewish settlements
in the Crimean peninsula.

This was called the Crimea project.
According to this proposal, Jewish agricul-
tural cooperatives were proposed to be
created in Crimea.

This was considered to be an alterna-
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tive to the Zionist project of the coloniza-
tion of Palestine®?,

Later, the development of this project
was replaced by the proposal of the Jew-
ish Autonomous District of Birobidzhan.
On May 7, 1934 and on June 25, 1934, the
Presidium of the Georgian Professional
Council issued resolutions on how to pro-
mote the Birobidzhan Autonomous Dis-
trict among the local Jewish community.*?
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Poetry about Birobidjan
m3jLbo doMmmonxsbaL dglobgo

The resolution of June 25, 1934 was
the first step towards the widespread pro-
motion of the Birobidzhan project in the
Jewish community in Georgia as a coun-
terweight to the idea of Zionist coloniza-
tion of Palestine®.

It was decided to provide OZET work-
ers with more and more informational
means, including the newspaper (“Ebrae-
li Kolmeurne”), which widely covered the
issue of the construction of Birobidzhan.
The Presidium also decided to create a
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delegation of Jewish farmers from Thilisi
and from certain factories, which were in-
tended to go to Birobidzhan to learn about
the construction process.

It should be noted that, according to
the Soviet authorities, the Crimea project
had more prospects than the Zionist proj-
ect of the colonization of Palestine. Ac-
cordingly, Jewish agricultural cooperatives
were gathered in Crimea. This was aimed
at creating and strengthening territori-
al national autonomy. Soviet authorities
tried to fully integrate the Jewish nation
into the great Soviet family.?®

According to Plisetsky, all the attempts
of resettling Georgian Jews to various dis-
tricts of the USSR outside Georgia, espe-
cially to such distant places as Birobidzhan,
were not successful. “Nobody agreed
to move, even to Crimea”, — he writes?®.
Meanwhile, the Mountain Jews from Ku-
taisi district gladly moved to Crimea®’.

THE ROLE OF AGRO JOINT

Agro Joint made a great contribu-
tion to the process of establishing Jewish
monoethnic collective farms throughout
the Soviet Union, particularly in southern
Ukraine and Crimea, as well as in Georgia.

Agro Joint invested considerable finan-
cial, material and theoretical resources to
support the work of Soviet Jews on the
land, and it did all this in agreement with
Soviet authorities.

Joseph Rosen®®, the head of the Agro
Joint, was born in Moscow (at that time
within the Russian Empire) in 1877 into
an elite Jewish family. He began to study
agronomy and soon got a job in the sub-
urbs of Yekaterinburg, within the Ural

3mobg330b 0ddom, Jobmggmo gdébsg-
mgd0b bodobmggmml gobgmgdl gobdgom,

Lbbz-ob bbgowolbge &ggz0mbda, goble-
30bgdom abg dobl, bmgmbi dobm-

d0g0bols mmdo agm, gobebmgdal gggme
dpegmmds  Hobmdophgogmo  odmbbeo.
000300 omabbdps  yoboddo  gopobg-
b, — gl ab.*16 omdizems dmogmo go-
b9mg00 J0mo0bol boombopsb bagnaliom

3000300096 4ob0ddo."”

03mMSMNOBOINL M0

0g36m2mobol (Agro Joint — 0dgbozy-

m-90607m0
hob  gbhomdmogo  Labmgmm-bodgybbgm

Lopobhédndmzom  3030d)g-




mountains region of Russia, although he
had to flee Russia in 1903 due to his revo-
lutionary activities. He ended up in the US.

With his talent and activities, he soon
managed to connect with American high
society and made a name for himself as a
world-class agronomist. In his later years,
Rosen established the Agro Joint and su-
pervised the projects he organized in the
Soviet Union.

Most of the financial aid of Agro Joint
was going to the Jewish agricultural coop-
eratives (collective farms) in the south of
Ukraine, Crimea in particular. The proba-
ble reason was that Agro Joint had envi-
sioned the creation of formal Jewish au-
tonomy and the gathering of cooperatives
in this region.

However, it should be noted that the
Agro Joint also actively financed material
and technical assistance to the Jewish col-
lective farms and artels (semi formal asso-
ciations for craft, artisan, and light indus-
trial enterprises) in Georgia.

Perhaps Agro Joint hoped that the
strengthened Jewish collective farms
created in Georgia would move to
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Ukraine in the future, but this ended up
not happening.

Agro Joint sent tractors, technical
parts, and various material technical ma-
terials to Georgia. It also sent agronomists,
and tried to help local collective farms with
their theoretical knowledge.

One of the interesting projects that
Agro Joint implemented in Georgia was
the electrification of collective farms?®®
Agro Joint sent thousands of meters of
cables and insulating materials to collec-
tive farms, thanks to which the collec-
tivization of Jews in Georgia was carried
out faster.

H'JOINT AGRICULTURAL CORPORATIO
y RO JOINT"

These major transformations, which
accompanied korenizatsiia and, in par-
ticular, the NEP, would obviously cause
big problems, which in turn were caused
by the desire of the then Soviet author-
ities, especially Stalin, to quickly trans-
form the Soviet Union into a self-suffi-
cient state.

Accordingly, although Agro Joint was
not an ideologically friendly institution for
the Soviet state in part because it was a
US-based institution, the USSR was able to
work in agreement with it, since the ma-
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terial and technical resources attracted by
the Agro Joint were quite important in the
difficult path of development.

The national policy of korenizatsiia
also contributed to the greater involve-
ment of ethnic minorities in the activities
of the state and other institutions, in ad-
dition to increasing access to education,
which, in turn, also led to the improve-
ment of the socioeconomic situation of
ethnic minorities.

As Slezkine points out, Stalin pro-
moted national politics during the Great
national Transformation, but Stalin also
adopted the “Great Retreat” policy in
the mid-1930s, which reduced the “pac-
es of national political development” and
turned into a different form of ethnic
politics during World War Il, when it was
necessary to explain that nationality stood
before class®.

In the following chapters we will
discuss in detail the problems that ac-
companied the process of rapid collec-
tivization, although it is fair to note that
korenizatsiia and the NEP, from the be-
ginning of the 1920s to the end of the
1930s, significantly changed the attitude
towards ethnic minorities in the Soviet
Union and their improving socio-cultural
conditions.
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CHAPTER 3

JEWISH COLLECTIVE
FARMS IN GEORGIA

After the establishment of the Sovi-
et government in Georgia, in December
1927, the Georgian branch of the OZET
was created in Thbilisi, the main task of
which was to facilitate the involvement of
Jews in Georgia in agricultural work.

The Soviet government allocated thou-
sands of square kilometers of land and large
sums of money for Jewish collective farms.
The idea of collective farms was not very
popular among Georgian Jews, but as the
result of the rapid collectivization by 1933
there were more than 2,000 Jews working
in 15 collective farms around Georgia'.

In 1928, the Evkombed was created in
Georgia®. As Plisecky points it out, at the
very beginning Evkombed was seen by
Jewish traditional society as opposition to
OZET, as this organization was involved in
trading activities, while OZET was primarily
occupied with encouraging Jewish popula-
tions to work on the land and in collective
farms3. According to Plisecky, the activities
of Evkombed didn’t manage to dramatical-
ly the traditional lifestyle in the majority of
Jewish districts in Georgia, with the excep-
tion of Thilisi*. He points out that, for in-
stance, in Kutaisi, Saturday was still the day
of work at the end of the 1930s.

The establishment of Jewish collec-
tive farms in Georgia started at the end of
1927, following the proposal of the party
organization in Georgia. In 1928, the first
Jewish collective farms were organized
in Tsiteli Gora, Lagodekhi district, and in
Akhaltsikhe district.
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Tsiteli Gora initially united 20 house-
holds, and later on, in 1937, had already
expanded to include 64.

M52 §EEsEE

Starting in 1932, the party in Georgia
provided the local branch of OZET with
help in establishing and promoting collec-
tive farms. By the end of 1936, there were
already 14 Jewish collective farms in Geor-
gia®>. Among them, there were 8 in West-
ern Georgia, and the remaining 6 were
situated in the rest of the country.

In the west of the Republic, there were
Jewish collective farms in Kulashi, Vani,
Kobuleti, Oni, Sachkhere, Sujuna, Opsh-
kviti, Bandza. In the east of the Republic,
the Tsiteli Gora collective farm was situat-
ed. In the south of Georgia there was the
Akhaltsikhe Jewish collective farm, and in
the center of the republic, there were the
Mukhrani, Surami, Tiriponi and Kareli col-
lective farms. All together, there were 792
households, composed of 3342 people.

The Tsiteli Gora Jewish collective farm
named after comrade Vano Sturua was es-
tablished in 1928 in Lagodekhi district, 18
km from Tsnoris-Tskhali. In the beginning of
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the collective farm, there were 20 house-
holds resettled from various regions of Ka-
kheti. By 1936, the collective farm already
counted 64 households, some267 people.
The size of the collective farm has also ex-
panded from 30 ha to 136 ha of agricultural
land in 1936. The collective farm had also
690 ha of forest, which was, year by year,
increasingly used for agricultural lands.

The collective farm had a mechanical
sawmill which was providing the farm with
construction materials.

The collective farm was mostly produc-
ing tobacco. Apart from that, it used to pro-
duce crops like wheat, barley, and maize.
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Mukhrani Jewish collective farm na-
med after the 3rd International was orga-
nized in 1930 in the outskirts of Mukhrani,
40 km West of Thilisi. At the moment of
its opening the collective farm counted 18
households, and by 1936 there were 41
households uniting 202 people. At the mo-
ment of establishing the collective farm
was organized on 40.5 ha of land, and by
1936 its territory reached 354 ha.

The collective farm had a factory of
bricks and shingles. It also had 2 ha of
graveyards, and 6.5 ha of fruit gardens.

The Tiriponi Jewish collective farm
named after Zakavfederation in the Gori
district was organized in 1929 in the
Tiriponi valley, Northeast of Gori, 17 km
from the railway.

Tiriponi was organized by Jewish set-
tlers coming from Staliniri (Tskhinvali) and
Kareli. By 1936, there were 36 households
(156 people). The size of the collective
farm was 290 ha, and the main crops pro-
duced there were grains (wheat, barley,
maize), as well as beets. Apart from that,
there was a 14 ha fruit garden.

The Surami Jewish collective farm
named after GruzOzet (Khashuri district)
was organized in 1931 from 13 house-
holds. By 1936, there were 22 households
of 102 people, and the collective farm
used 51 ha. Since the lands where the col-
lective farm was located were situated in a
hilly area, it mostly produced grains.

Plisetsky points out that the “Druzh-
ba” (“Friendship”) collective farm in Akha-
ltsikhe was created spontaneously and,
initially, without the involvement of OZET®.

The Akhaltsikhe Jewish collective farm
named after comrade Stalin was organized
in 1928 uniting 20 households. By 1936,
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Surami. View of the Jewish district.
Photo by Yulia Oreshina
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there were 82 households, or 356 people.
The territory of the collective farm at the
moment of establishing was 72 ha, and by
1936, it reached 171 ha. It was involved in
growing fruits and vegetables, subsistence
farming and animal husbandry, including
sheep farms and a dairy farm. In 1936,
greenhouses were also established there.

According to the reports, the Akha-
ltsikhe Jewish collective farm was one of
the most profitable collective farms in the
Akhaltsikhe region. Its goods were sold in
resorts such as Abastumani and Borjomi.

The Kulashi Jewish collective farm
named after Kalinin was organized in the
Samtredia district in 1930. Initially, there
were 14 households, and by 1936, it al-
ready united 186 households (850 peo-
ple). The collective farm initially had 30
ha of land, and by 1936, it already used
298 ha.

The collective farm was mostly pro-
ducing crops (maize), as well as tea, laurel,
soya, and peanut.
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The Bandza Jewish collective farm
“Pirveli Nabiji” in Gegechkori district
was organized in 1933, uniting 13 house-
holds on 13 ha of land. By 1936, the col-
lective farm united 58 households (248
people), and had an area of 39.7 ha. It
was mostly involved in producing maize,
and later on tea plantations were estab-
lished there too.

The Sujuna Jewish collective farm
named after Kakhiani was organized in
1930 in the Abasha district by 15 house-
holds on 20 ha of land. By 1936, the col-
lective farm united 36 households (185
people), and had 103.5 ha of land. It used
to produce mainly corn.
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The Sachkhere Jewish collective farm
“Mshromeli Ebraeli” was organized in
Chiatura district in 1930 by 11 house-
holds on an area of 4.2 ha. By 1936, the
collective farm counted 59 households
(279 people), and had an area of 20 ha.
The collective farm had a brick factory.
It was also involved in producing grapes
and growing other fruits.

The Vani Jewish collective farm “Pir-
veli Nabiji” was organized in the Vani
district in 1931 by 14 households on the
area of 20 ha. By 1936, this collective
farm had an area of 35 ha, and united 92
households (442 people).

At first this farm mostly produced
maize, but later on also introduced
peanuts and the growing of vegetables
were introduced.

The Oni Jewish collective farm “Sheg-
neba” was established in 1932 by 12
households in Oni district, and was initially
12 ha. By 1936, the collective farm occu-
pied 13.5 ha and there were 20 house-
holds (78 people) involved in the farm.
This collective farm was engaged exclu-
sively in animal husbandry; it used to have
a dairy farm.

The Kareli collective farm named after
comrade Beria was organized at the end of
1936, including 34 households (177 fami-
lies) and 80 ha of land. According to the re-
ports, the land of this collective farm was
of the highest quality, and it was allowed
to get involved in vegetable and fruit pro-
duction. The proximity of a railway and
large cities also encouraged the develop-
ment of the collective farm.

The Jewish collective farm of Opsh-
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kviti had 45 households (181 people) and
117 ha of land, and the Kobuleti Jewish
collective farm had 17 households (53
people) and occupied 46.75 ha. Both of
these collective farms were, by 1936,
linked to bigger collective farms in order
to enlarge them.

According to Plisetsky, the fact that
some of the collective farms were rela-
tively small in size, especially in locali-
ties with large Jewish populations, was
related to unwillingness to relocate to
larger entities. He points out that there
was a tendency to demand lands for
collective farms instead of thereliving,
and in fact, these were “small artels,
not collective farms”’.

In line with the general Soviet politics
of the period which presupposed sug-
gesting services such as a kindergarten, in
order to make sure that women could go
back to work soon after giving birth; each
collective farm was supposed to have a
kindergarten®,

CULTURAL LIFE

The Plenum of Evkombed, which took
place in February 1931 came to the con-
clusion that work on the “cultural front”
was not being done well enough, and
ordered all local branches of the organi-
zation with establishing cultural centers,
clubs, bulletin boards and reading rooms?.

53

P93l Logbmghgdgmo spgamal dobgogom
dmmbmgbol ghmaged (hgbwgbzasl o, bo-

bodg0amagdn, qbgbo 33069 obhgmadl ©s
o6d 30gmdqmébgmd g3l dgog9bbgb. 7

- 4MAMA 309Mab MEL
C3hI3dMan

| Lbod obgbgedeh oo gy giscoeigtne dzBsedob Gbhog By
Igogao 9933 bmgByxedno > Brgge dohggbgdergde agadab: F
©4309Tmds GetomE om0l g3d-  mobgdmdol hedmyseroogdsdog g
oo, ey gebyogamgdol Gyom- | bogrmos mdsbTo aggeaes 300-by Uy
85%0 Laosbogerm ‘dngab odmgge. @0 Fabogombzol gmmobsto. odge
i 33—1(21-3 43°0@dn Lof-bog. aga- | do dbmme  sogrmgdos. o3 b
G Tyibrrgool. ooy Fdeaao | poblsgrrmdsTe gdmIggdmemos
So?i)a%EUZQOdn aaa‘igl; Sl 6y 33mebgos 4 R37Bo 80 @
2039M3QT™  (3J00Y, 39390 = < B
@353@0? e 3 3 0 S{;m, :g’bs}a?bo © U3opfrye ;
| usbohstn (ggbob 4338 Ggbbieng- voagoty 100-de) shorgstansl
13000 — 92 3y % 26bgbedl Jemboér - ézaboteg
:hboogmdmo;am 'Oabgz 3089 Tgb- 70 bog'&gob &om@gﬁmb‘om.
i ] 00 —- 70 % ;
| et A torbeinns | 30030 dmabe, Lagag el
|8 3bmy.. B3 os bbao@obbaa Fhggde. {
[ 8% Soppiiool bebobby Loy | 93010 98 Bhggbdemgdenst
gaumg 3o0bobios, bsbogg o@obygdl 38°d3b 050'335{)@013050 ©030:
2 Degribbogds, fmd Lojobopy| 0060 gegiad
!:&"OGS*’ Fotbme Fowoh Byostag- ?3("’”60%0, s L mBob oot
| n:(: ;o 3606, g30bstos. Fioko B0 hagadmosa@naga Lsorsbop
00N 28 Somg |00 9Bes  Bnsggomb, g
Lo0DOEC0 Soamagmnds oy | “ubous Outus, e
o ghos oh 00> s U, e o
dos3 Vfa; b bograpene, | X0000ltngto  demade
- aesaé,?vf 86‘”05‘ Bty OO0 gusggbs b
. 000L 3, 00¢- 3 :
3506 90 mds%, | 999y 3
b Lo g8 3°63¢9bs dnbos, $ i 7B~ @brrghgdol
: ‘

9 o
9900090y

0d 3gkomab Bemgoapo badgmms dmmo-

hogol 3gbododabo, dmbobmgmdsl boogse-
B0@bgb abgo bghgall, brmgmbdages bade-
3930 3000, boms Jomgdo Idmdosbmdapsb
domg3g ©odObgommaysbgb bodbobyédo.
3303 Mommgnm 30mmdgyhbgmosl mboes
3Jmbmps mogabo badegdgm doma®.

3JOOIHIVN Bb(M3E0rJdS

1931 Pemol mg396g0mBo godobommds
93303090l 3emgb7dds  aslzgbe, émd
3B I07m ghmbddg” bodydomgdo bog-
dobobow 306gow o6 HobhEgdmEs o M-
306035300 y39m0 vgommdb0g dhmb oo-
93000 39 Aadeb 3obggeb, ggeeytob




Special brigades of workers were sent
to the Jewish collective farms in the spring
of the same year in order to ensure “orga-
nizational and cultural and artistic service
towards the sowing campaign”?®.

According to the reports of Evkombed,
despite large “cultural-enlightening work”
that has been done among the Jewish
population in various localities, there’s still
a high percentage of people who don’t go
to work on Saturday in Kulashi'?.

There were libraries, schools, kin-
dergartens, clubs, and cinemas on the
collective farms and, in various locali-
ties with considerable Jewish population
which were supposed to do the ideolog-
ical work?*?.

In 1937, a group of artists from the
Moldavian Soviet Republic came on tour
in Georgia, organizing concerts “the in
Jewish [Yiddish] and Russian languages”,
among others, in the House of Culture
named after Beria in Thilisi, and continued
on to the territories of Adjara and Abkha-
zia. Among the plays that were performed
were “Dzhankoy” and “Groye Geselekh”.
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The plays were based on the artwork
of Itzik Fefer, Peretz Markish, Sholem-
Aleykhem, Fishenberg, and others®.

In 1938, the Historic-Ethnographic
museum of Jews of Georgia organized a
traveling anti-religious exhibition which
was supposed to be shown on Jewish col-
lective farms. The exhibition was accom-
panied by lectures and reports about the
issues of religion, history and ethnogra-
phy. According to the documents of the
exhibition kept at the National Archives of
Georgia, GruzOZET was “interested in the
unfolding of mass cultural work on the col-
lective farms”**
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The exhibition was planned for the
summer, and during the period of 1,5
months since 23 July it traveled through
the following localities: Khobi, Kulashi,
Kareli, Surami and Staliniri, as well as in
Samtredia, even though it was not planned
initially. The exhibition was supposed to be
prolonged and sent to the Sachkhere, Ts-
iteli gora and Trifona collective farms?®.

FINANCIAL SITUATION
OF JEWISH COLLECTIVE FARMS

It was interesting for the research
team to investigate the financial condi-
tions of the already fully functioning col-
lective farms, and why it was such a de-
sirable place for Jewish collective farmers
to work, except that the Communist au-
thorities did not spare much of an effort to
make information available. Jewish appli-
cants were offered funding for educational
courses in any area that would ensure the
smooth operation of the collective; agron-
omy, tractor driving, accounting, medical,
and other areas.
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The young people were fully funded,
reimbursed for food, accommodation,

travel, and even clothing?®®. The Soviet gov-
ernment preferred to fund everyone who
wanted to learn any profession.

As for remuneration, a member of the
collective received a salary according to
their work hours, and also received a share
from the harvest received at the end of
each year, as compensation on a daily ba-
sis. An average worker could receive a sal-
ary of about 70 to 350 manats per month.

In addition, several times a year, they
received a subsidy in the amount of 100
to 500 manats. In addition to this, the
collective often gave supplements from
10 to 100 manats, and on average, even
in the example of Tsiteli Gora, when they
received the maximum income, a monthly
salary of 500 to 800 manats?®’.
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These specific circumstances were
very attractive to Jewish citizens.

As we can see, Jewish collective farms
were created in practically every corner of
Soviet Georgia. Although its primary aim
was to ensure the creation of an ideolog-
ically “correct” segment of Jewish society,
and to spread the ideals of a new Soviet
person and a new collective lifestyle, the
reality was that, very often, Jewish collec-
tive farms were actually safe places for
local Jews to keep their traditions and to
observe their religion.

According to Plisecky, members of syn-
agogue councils were very often also gov-
erning members of the local Evkombed
committees, and in many cases, the same
people were local representatives of Ev-
kombeds. Therefore,
committees of Evkombed worked in close
touch with hakhams (rabbis) and local re-
ligious authorities'®. This is how, according
to him, many of these committees would
provide local Jewish communities with ko-
sher meat and wine for the Shabat cele-

many provincial

brations and “even took responsibility for
baking matzah”*.

It should be mentioned that, nowa-
days, little communicative memory exists
about the Jewish collective farms, even
among those living in the places where
they used to be located. For instance,
during the research team’s expedition in
Kulashi, we often faced the situation when
our interlocutors had no recollection of
the existence of a Jewish collective farm
there. In the next chapter, the authors
would like to take a closer look at the Ts-
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iteli Gora collective farm, which was the
only Jewish collective farm in Soviet Geor-
gia that remained functioning till the late
1970s as a monoethnic collective farm,

and where it is still possible to find people
who remember life there.
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CHAPTER 4

JEWISH COLLECTIVE
FARM TSITELI GORA

The establishment of collective farms
in Georgia’s Kakheti region started in 1927-
1928, where the Jewish collective farm Ts-
iteli Gora was formed in 1928*. The Tsiteli
Gora collective farm was the only Jewish
collective farm that continued to function
in Georgia after the all-Soviet OZET was
liquidated at the end of the 1930s.

The farm was created soon after the
Land Development Society of the Jews
of Georgia-"SakMemsi” (GruzOZET) was
created (1926-1927)% Within the institu-
tional framework of GruzOZET, lands and
funds were prepared for the development
of monoethnic collective farms in Soviet
Georgia. The party authorities spread this
info among the local Jewish population.

A land area of 13 square kilometers
was allocated for the Tsiteli Gora Jew-
ish collective farm, which was located 5
kilometers from Ulyanovka village in La-
godekhi®.
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A few poor Jews from different villag-
es in Kakheti, led by the former merchant
Abraham lJinjikhashvili, gathered and pre-
sented their current situation to the local
government and party representatives®.

GruzOZET started to create the mate-
rial and technical foundation; a survey of
the land was planned by agronomists and
doctors. The documents say that, as in oth-
er regions of Georgia, Tsiteli Gora needed
to organize a melioration, and carry out
other technical work before the collective
farm would begin operations there.

Later, local activists, with a small group
of supporters, went around Kakheti in
search of people willing to join the collec-
tive farm®.

Tsiteli Gora area. Contemporary View. Photo
by Yulia Oreshina
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Finally, Jews from different parts of
Georgia joined the Tsiteli Gora collective
farm. State subsidies were given to those
who moved to the collective farm to build
houses that would allow them to relocate
with their families’.

Respondent D: A Jew lived here, a Jew
lived there, a Jew lived in that house too.

K: So Jews actually lived on this street?

Respondent D: This is the Jewish quar-
ter, the Jewish quarter was here.
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K: So the Jews had their own neigh-
borhood here?

Respondent D: Yes, yes. They had their
own district

K: What was the name of this area?

Respondent D: It was called Tsiteli
Gora and has been called that since time
immemorial.

K: Was this area called the Jewish
quarter?

Respondent D: Yes, it was called the
Jewish collective farm Tsiteli Gora, and 99
percent of Jews lived in this area®.

In 1929, the farmers of Tsiteli Gora
were able to build 15 two-story dwellings
housing 25 families. By 1930, there were
already 40 households in the collective
farm, while by 1940 there were already
82 households. There was also a school
oriented around the Soviet policy of the
“elimination of illiteracy”, a kindergarten,
and a medical center®.

ilding of a former cultural center in
Tsiteli Gora. Contemporary view.
Photo by Yulia Oreshina
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The

Tsiteli Gora territory has been liked
by the Jewish People’s Commission, too;
however, as we have already mentioned,
before the establishment of collective
farms, it was necessary to carry out a num-
ber of reclamation and other agronomic
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studies and activities®. This was inevitable
because, for example, the Tsiteli Gora ter-
ritory was covered by impassable forests
and swamps, which were also a source of
malaria and other diseases. There was a
necessity of draining the local swamps*®.

Jews from all over Georgia, the Racha
Highlands and other areas of Western
Georgia worked in the Jewish collective
farm of Tsiteli Gora. The main reason for
the popular desire to join the collective
farm was general poverty among the re-
public’s Jewish population, and, there-
fore, the collective farm was considered
one of the primary methods to solve ma-
terial problems.

Respondent D: They [Jews] lived here....
This village is a completely new village, it
was established sometime in 1920, and
they lived here like this, this, this, that...
They were the indigenous population of
this village (smiles). Guess what?

Respondent D: They lived here, how
can they not. In all the houses here... itis a
rare house where no one lives. There were
many small houses, built in the old style.
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They were destroyed. In this village, there
is an empty field on the other side, there
are empty places there, there were also
small houses, they were destroyed. The
Leks {Daghestani] had bought it, and then
when the Leks left, no one wanted to buy
it, and they left it.

K: And what were the Jews doing
here? What were they doing?

Respondent D: Everything, like us. It
was a collective farm at that time, every-
one worked in a collective farm. At that
time, the Soviet Union prohibited trade,
but they had good habits in this regard,
very good, by the way, it was very good.
It was very good, if something came in,
something new, something they had not
seen anywhere else, our villagers per-
formed the best.

K: So they traded with you in Tsiteli
Gora as well? Because ...

Respondent D: They traded every-
where, everywhere (we laughed). There
was a year when they did not trade, and
there was a year when they traded, but
they knew everything at such a level that
no one complained about them. They did
not arrest anyone from my village, be-
cause they lived honestly. None of them
were robbers, none of them were hooli-
gans, none of them were in prison. | can
guarantee you that they lived honestly at
that level... (we all laughed)*?

As an article by loseb Kurchishvili, an
employee of Evkombed (Jewish collective
farm, “Tsiteli Gora”) informs us, the Jews
had to choose between two possibilities
before they started work; either everyone
was supposed to measure their land and
work for themselves and create a small
fragmented farm, or they would combine
the lands, and form a collective farm. Of
course, one should take into account that
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Kurchishvili’s article was written in 1940,
and used a lot of Soviet propaganda lan-
guage and rhetoric.

It should be noted that when the ar-
ticle was written by Kurchishvili in the
1940s, it mentioned that Jews had a choice
regarding the land issue. It is doubtful,
frankly, that they had the right to choose,
since the process of forming the collective
farm in Tsiteli Gora was completely con-
trolled and influenced every decision and
at every level of the processes. It was done
by the party and the government whose
policy regarding the Jews was determined
from the policy dictated from the center.
The central politics was discussed above
in the chapter about korenizatsiia and the
NEP. Nevertheless, the data on the finan-
cial and material condition of the collec-
tive farm are more reliable.

The majority of those who came to Ts-
iteli Gora chose to join the collective farm
because the party and state representa-
tives were advised, in Lenin’s words, to
create a large collective farm since, as Le-
nin taught, “you cannot get rid of poverty
with a small farm” (vol. 24, p. 54).'13

After all the propaganda organized by
the representatives of the Communist Par-
ty and the government on the ground, it
was decided to cultivate the land togeth-
er, and the Jews also started cutting down
the forest. The government gave 36,800
manats for the construction of residential
apartments. Agricultural machines, tools
and working goods were purchased with
8,000 manats with a long-term loan**.
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A house which could possibly be a
contemporary of the Jewish collective farm in
Lagodekhi. Photo: Yulia Oreshina
Lbabemo, MmAgmoE Agbadmms msgmegbol
90M3ymo 3mmedgxMmbymonl omobogma
0ymb. 090 mM33065L BmEM

The local authorities purchased:
10 horses, 5 Russian carts, 10 axes, 10
scythes, 10 picks, 10 shovels, 10 bars, 25
hoes, and other resources®.

From the first day of their arrival, the
settlers started cutting the forest, but they
moved forward at a slow pace, because
there were thorny plants, and it was cold?®.

Despite the fact that the Jewish com-
munity worked tirelessly, they managed to
free up several hectares of land, and thus
started the work of the Jewish monoeth-
nic collective farm Tsiteli Gora named after
comrade Vano Sturua.

I: Which families lived in this district?

R: Here lived Krikheli, Ivanov, and in
that place lived Jews before most Geor-
gians?’.

As can be seen from the documents,
the Jewish collective farm of Tsiteli Gori
was famous for the production of tobacco.
In addition, the collective farm had small
enterprises of various purposes, such as
brick and iron works, as well as small grain
milling and processing enterprises.
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Before the development of tobacco
culture, the collective farm tried to grow
corn, barley, wheat and other grain crops,
as well as the development of vegetables
and cattle breeding, which is confirmed
not only by archival documents, but also
by more than one interview recorded over
the course of our research, in the villages
surrounding the former Tsiteli Gora Jewish
collective farm. Here is a fragment of an
interview about the collective farm:

I: What kind of particular jobs did
they have, were they working on the
land?

R: They were working in collective
farms and harvesting mostly tobacco and
maize, and near here was the Tsiteli Gora
collective farm?*é.

Another interviewee informed us the
following about life in Tsiteli Gora:

Respondent T: Boy, it was a collective,
it brought us silk. It was silk, a worm, we
call it a park. Also maize, everything and, |
don’t know, it was the time of the Commu-
nists. Everyone worked hard. These were
good, dear people. We were friends, we
were brothers and... Don’t remember who
died now, now there are graves. There is
another cemetery over there, there is ours,
or rather, that of the Imeretians. When
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they left here, they left this and it is closed,
and now we are cleaning it%.

There was no officially registered syn-
agogue in Tsiteli Gora, and those who still
remember Jewish life in Tsiteli Gora claim
that the local Jews used to go to the syna-
gogue in Thilisi.

I: What kind of relationship did you
have with Jews? And did they have a Syn-
agogue?!

R: 1 had good relationships with Jews, |
had 6 class mates. They had no synagogue,
sometimes they were gathering on some
land, and on Saturday they were gathering
and praying. They were observing Satur-
days, we even did not need to be asked to
make lights in their homes, or fire in the
fireplace. [We were doing it ourselves]?

The Tsiteli Gora collective farm was the
only Jewish collective farm that continued
to operate in Georgia after the liquidation
of OZET in the late 1930s.

A fragment of a residential building in Tsiteli
Gora with the year of construction. Photo by
Yulia Oreshina

»f0mgm agmmsdo” bagbmamyodgmo Jgbmoal
3Md3d36®0, MMmAgenBy3 o&s6ngmns
38963000L §amo. 0nmos mmIB0bsl BmGm

The farm functioned until the 1970s,
when a wave of migration of Georgian
Jews to Israel began. The majority of the
Jewish population of Tsiteli Gora left for
Israel at that time, and Georgian settlers
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from the west of the country began to set-
tle in the collective farm. This is what local
people who remember Jews in Tsiteli Gora
recall:

I: Could you tell us how and where
Jews left this village?

R: Jews who left went to Israel, but |
also know more than 40 families who have
flats in Thilisi, and they come several times
a year to Georgia.*

And here is a fragment from another
interview:

I: Tell us what they were doing here
and how they left Georgia?

R: This territory is the former Tsiteli
Gora collective farm lands. After the 1970s
and the 1990s, most Jews sold their homes
and left, although they come every year
and visit their old homes. Jews who left
Tsiteli Gora, village Ulianovka, went to live
in Nazareth in Israel. They used to work in
collective farms, but also they were trad-
ing at the same time; if anything new was
bringing in the village, the Jews were used
to bringing it. By the way, it was good.
[They were satisfied with that fact]?

According to the communicative mem-
ory of those who live in Tsiteli Gora today,
local Jews left for Ashdod and Nazareth:

K: Don’t you know in which cities
they live in Israel?

Respondent D: Mostly, those who went
from here live in Nazareth. Those who left
our village mostly live there, and also in
Ashdod. One of my classmates lives in Ash-
dod, look, he used to live in the house just
opposite from here, he went to Ashdod?.

So, under the influence of the national
political course of korenizatsiia, large mon-
oethnic collective farms were formed in
Soviet Georgia as well, and not only small
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land farmers’ associations. This happened
despite the fact that the propaganda said
that Jews and other ethnic groups who
wanted to work on the land were given
the opportunity to choose.

It should also be said that the forma-
tion of monoethnic collective farms in
Georgia was relatively calm and much less
strict than in other territories of the Soviet
Union, even when Stalin announced the
policy of the Great Turn in 1929%,

By 1930, the farmers tested them-
selves; 25,000 factory workers and the
Red Army started the forcible collectiv-
ization of the farmers, mainly in the ter-
ritories of southern Ukraine, a process
now called ‘dekulakization.” During deku-
lakization, the countryside was cleared of
wealthy peasants to create an integrated
collective agrarian sector®. The process
of dekulakization was joined by the local
communist authorities, and as a result, by
1930 alone, the number of people arrest-
ed and punished amounted to 337,563 ku-
lak families?®.

These complex transformations took
place parallel to the collectivization of
Soviet Georgia, though in comparison to
southern Ukraine, Soviet Georgia man-
aged to go through the process of collec-
tivization relatively peacefully. This is con-
firmed by the above-mentioned archival
documents, and we have no evidence of
violent processes similar to that found in
Ukraine in Georgian lands, at least regard-
ing the Jewish collective farms.
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CONCLUSION

The current book presented a general
overview of the history of Jewish collective
farms in Soviet Georgia, and introduced
the main historical sources on the topic
within scholarly circulation. While the au-
thors are aware of its limitations, we have
a hope that it will be a starting point for
further research of the topic.

It is clear that the history of Jewish
collective farms in Soviet Georgia is close-
ly related to the history of the all-Soviet
processes of Sovietization and collectiv-
ization of the population, as well as of the
wider discussion on the territorialization
of Soviet Jewry. This included the general
implementation of the all-Soviet politics of
nationalities and korenizatsiia politics of
the time.

Jewish collective farms in Soviet Geor-
gia were created in the wake of the dis-
cussions on “placing Jewish population on
the land”. This was a period when projects
such as creating a Soviet Jewish republic,
first in Crimea, and then in Birobidzhan,
were discussed.

The Joint Distribution Committee wit-
hin the framework of Agro-Joint provided
material help to Jewish collective farms
in the Black Sea region, with the further
aim of creating a Soviet Jewish republic in
Crimea. Georgian Jewish collective farms
received this help too, as Georgia is situ-
ated in the Black Sea region. Later on, the
main purpose of Jewish collectivization
became the prospective resettlement of
Jewish population to Birobidzhan. Never-
theless, these attempts failed.

By the end of the 1930s, with the

72

©Jib3360

fobodwgdabg bodbmdn Bmgopow do-
dmobogmagh badgmms bodebomggmmdo go-
bonmo 30mdgyhbgmdgdal abhmbdosl ©s
bodgbogbm Héggol oEbmdls o3 ©9dedy
dobomo obhmbogm hyabmgdl. dombgwe-
30 0dobo, Gm3 303608096900 bodbhmdals

398uwga0L, 0dgwo a30d3b, G gb ogizoze
bohyob Habdomoo mgdal 393wgmadn 35emg-
30bogab.

3bo@os, boddmms bodebomggmmdn go-
bommo 30mdgndbgmdgdol abhmbos d3o-
b 30390600 Lodgmms  gdbogamgdal
hgb0hmb0omadeaal dmgep 3bmigbge-
®0b o dmbobgmgmdol 3mmmgdhogadegaal
obhb0sboob. g dmogegos gbhmabgdgddy
8080(4)0)3@ bé)j]qpoogg boe%como S(Y)qpo@o—
30b0 o 0dbmbogmmo 3mégbodaoal dm-
qpo@osob 806b(¥)(4)603qp360b.

Lodgmms  bogobmggammdo  gdbogmo
303g76bgmdgdo 3g09dbs ,g0bhemmo dm-
Lobmgmdal dofedg gebmogligdals dglobgd
©obg7bogool 330mmozgam ™. gl agm 39é0-
™0, Omgbeg beddmms gobenma bqb-
3mdmo30b 9993bsb 296 gob0ddo, 39393 30
60bhmd0206d0 g0boboemogbab.

30960006070 Jmdoboggoal  3emdo-
hado  dohgboond  obdobgdol  Mhggwe
90607 30mdgMéobgmdgdl Jogo Brgals érg-
300030, Goms gobhoddo baddmms 9dbemmo
bqbdpdmoze dgqdbogmaym. gl abdodrgde
Joborgemds  gdbogmds  3mdgmébgmdge-
dog doomgb, Gopgeb bogebomggmem Bogo
B30l dgg0mbl  93mmgbal. dmagasbgdoo,
gobemmo  3mmgdhogodsEaal dooged d0d-



closure of Evkombed and GruzOZET, the
majority of monoethnic Jewish collective
farms in Georgia were gradually disman-
tled, too. Most of them were united with
other, non-Jewish, collective farms. The
only monoethnic Jewish collective farm
that stayed functional till the late Soviet
period was Tsiteli Gora, which changed
its character into a non-Jewish collective
farm after the majority of its participants
left for Israel.

Nowadays, there’s little left in the
Georgian communicative memory about
the past existence of Jewish collective
farms in the country. Due to the distance
of time between these events and the
present, and the lack of information in lo-
cal museums or educational institutions,
people remember only the Tsiteli Gora
collective farm, which was the last to dis-
appear.
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